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20 November 2020  Heritage LITE News Love. Introduce. Teach. Equip. 
 
Dear Heritage family, 
 
The Thursday newsletter is being delivered to you on a Friday this week. Your elders were up in 
the wee hours praying, weeping, thinking, writing, and most of all learning to trust the Lord in 
what He allows and intercepts.  
 
One thing, I for one am learning is that the life of a Christian—be it an elder, deacon, 
congregant, missionary, or what-have-you—is not formulaic; it requires total reliance on and a 
close relationship with the Lord. It’s not riddled with easy answers but it is a blessed opportunity 
to see the Father interact with “His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works 
which He prepared in advance for us to do.” (Eph 2:10) 
 
The inspired psalmist pens this promise from our Abba, 
 

“When he calls to me, I will answer him; 
I will be with him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and honor him.” 
Psalm 91:15, ESV 

 
How very much like the Lord it is to take our mourning and turn it into dancing, our fear into 
wondrous joy, our unrest into the peace that passes understanding. Would you join us in calling 
to Jesus? He is the One who answers and welcomes us, hears the cries of our hearts, heals our 
deepest wounds, and sets a place for us at His banqueting table. He is the One who clothes us in 
garments of righteousness and tunes our hearts to sing His praise as we learn to love God and 
neighbor unconditionally, introduce unbelievers to the gospel of mercy, teach believers to obey 
Christ, and equip everyone placed on our paths to broadcast the good news of Jesus. 
 
Communication The reason behind having Heritage LITE News to begin with is to improve 
our communication at Heritage. We believe much harm can be done when there is very little or 
inappropriate communication. We have witnessed and experienced hard seasons when pithy 
attempts replace thoughtful and Spirit-led exchanges of ideas. We desire to hear from you often 
and we want you to hear from us equally as all of us within this body of believers endeavor to 
hear/heed God moment by moment.  
 
COVID-19  We believe there is cause to pause and ponder prayerfully our collective 
response to the global pandemic and its impact on Heritage. Some of us have lost loved ones 
from the coronavirus, some of us have suffered through it and barely recovered; some of us 
would prefer no one (healthy or not) contracts COVID if it can be avoided, some of us would 
lose much-needed work time and income if we catch it. We have some individuals on the 
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frontlines of an overloaded and overwhelmed healthcare system who daily face life and death 
decisions related to the virus. 
 
Some of us have health issues that are exacerbated by mask-wearing whereas others of us with 
pre-existing conditions or other concerns feel precautions such as thorough handwashing, 
physical distancing, and mask-wearing are very much needed at this time. Some of us have had 
to make the difficult decision not to join in corporate worship gatherings for long periods of time 
while others of us feel compelled to heed the call to keep gathering for accountability and mutual 
encouragement. 
 
What do we do? How do we serve and worship in a way that embraces each hurting heart? 
 
We don’t have all the answers. Experts vary on what they say, promote, recommend, or disavow 
on the matter. Like Jehoshaphat, however, we can say, “Lord, we don’t know what to do but our 
eyes are on You.” Taking it back to the psalmist’s words, Immanuel promises to hear us, answer 
us, be with us in trouble, rescue us and honor us. Would you and I please stand on the promises 
of God and lean on the everlasting arms of the Great Physician? 
 
Friends, no matter where you land on personal convictions or pre-existing health concerns, 
please know we love and respect you and are praying for you. We also humbly ask that you 
prayerfully consider the needs of your brothers and sisters irrespective of your opinion on their 
specific situations. Based on the limited information and resources available to us at this time, it 
is our strong recommendation to wear masks and to take other cautionary measures especially 
during periods of gathering for or departing worship services. Your discretion with others and 
submission to the Lord will serve you well as He leads you best. We’re not sure what the Lord is 
doing at every turn but we know He is working effectively to refine us, to renew our minds, to 
glorify Himself, and to spread His gospel in a world in need. 
 
Next-Steps Update As announced last week in our service, we will plan to take a vote this 
Sunday, November 22, regarding the transitional pastorate of Dr. James Wilder at our church. 
Attached, please find a document outlining the kind of covenant being envisioned. For members 
who are unable to join us physically on Sunday, please send your votes to 
heritagechurch.office@gmail.com by 11:59pm on Saturday.  
 
Next Wednesday On Wednesday, 11.25.2020, we will not hold any activities/events due to 
the Thanksgiving celebration the following day. 
 
Reflections on Acts This Sunday, November 22, we are having our Reflections Service on 
Acts. We encourage you to continue reading and discussing Acts and revisiting the sermons, 
conversations, and nuggets of wisdom you have gleaned throughout the season of this rich study. 
Pray over whether you are called to share what the Spirit has revealed. 
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Women  Stay tuned for more details about the Spring Retreat. 
 
Men   Stay tuned for an upcoming Men’s Event/Activity. 
 
Youth   On December 2, the youth will be playing Sanctified Santa upstairs at the 
church. Participating youths should remember there is $10 limit per gift. Aaron will bring a few 
extra gifts just in case. 
 
Children  Mark James is our SpotLITE Teacher of the Week. Mark started teaching 
our RA group around 1998. There are many things he enjoys about working with the boys. One 
is watching their excitement the first time they build their own pine derby race car or other 
project. Mark feels blessed to have the opportunity to talk to these young guys about how to 
navigate this life in a Christ-honoring way. Mark has taught the boys of Heritage for a long time. 
Please tell him thank you and keep him in your prayers as he continues to minister to these boys.  
 
Final 2020 Sundays We’re grateful to Steve Chlouber who will oversee our Reflections 
Service on Acts. In preparation for our time together on Sunday, please spend some time to read 
through Luke and Acts. For your convenience, below is the schedule for the remainder of the 
year: 
 
November 22 Reflections Service on Acts Steve Chlouber 
November 29 First Sunday of Advent TBA 
December 6 Second Sunday of Advent TBA 
December 13 Third Sunday of Advent TBA 
December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent TBA 
December 27 TBA TBA 
 
HERITAGE PRAYS 
 
Please pray . . . 
 
1. For God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, and for His name to be glorified in our 
own version of Acts 1:8—our personal lives, marriages, families, friendships, neighborhoods and 
communities, state and country, and the world at large. 
 
2. For Steve Chlouber’s sermon to be God-breathed and for the messenger to be completely 
surrendered to the Lord. For the Word to come alive in our minds and hearts, and for a 
willingness to respond readily to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
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3. For different marriages, families, and friendships at Heritage to mirror the beauty and 
harmony inherent in the Godhead. 
 
4. For the church vote on the possible transitional pastorate of Dr. James Wilder to be guided by 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
5. For us to agree with God in the way we think, speak, and act. For us to be convicted not to let 
our past or present tendencies get in the way of God’s commission. For us to stand firm when 
facing storms, crises, and persecutions of all kinds. 
 
Benediction 
 
“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  – Romans 15:5-6, ESV 
 
In His name and for His glory, 
 
The elders 



TRANSITIONAL PASTOR COVENANT 
BETWEEN HERITAGE CHURCH, SHAWNEE  
AND DR. JAMES S. WILDER 
 
This Covenant between Heritage Church, at 2100 N. Bryan Ave., Shawnee, OK, and Dr. James S. Wilder 
is entered to provide clear understandings about relationships and responsibilities necessary to bring 
glory to God through the growth of the church and the transitional pastor throughout the tenure of his 
ministry. 

The church and the transitional pastor are pleased to enter this covenant, effective December 1, 2020. 
This covenant shall continue until a pastor, called by the church, has begun his ministry in the church or 
until health problems or other emergency conditions make it necessary for the transitional pastor to 
resign. 

Led by the Spirit of God, the transitional pastor agrees to the following: 

• Seek the mind of Christ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all things. 
• Be a person of integrity in his family, the church, and the community. 
• Be loving and gracious to all. 
• Be diligent in work, according to the schedule shared with the church. 
• Provide spiritual leadership to the church. 
• Lead the church through the stages of transition. 

1. Viewing the church’s history through the eyes of Christ. 
2. Assessing the church’s current reality. 
3. Affirming biblical principles for church growth. 
4. Focusing on kingdom results. 
5. Establishing church practice. 
6. Using the essential church strategy. 
7. Finding a pastor to lead in fulfilling God’s future for the church. 
8. Helping the pastor get a good start in the church and community. 

• Preach to instruct, inspire, and enable the church through transition. 
• Coordinate baptismal services, officiate weddings and funerals; or delegate responsibility as 

needed and available. 
• Manage conflict to produce healthy, productive relationships within the church. 
• Lead the church staff and delegate responsibilities to staff members or church officers. 
• Lead the church’s leadership team in its tasks or delegate responsibility. 
• Counsel other church leaders and ministry teams about their work. 
• Evangelize the lost through preaching and personal evangelism as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
• Care for people with special needs and lead others to be involved in caring ministries. 
• Respect the ministry gifts of church members and encourage their growth and involvement in 

the church life. 



• Train the Pastor Search Committee and assist as a process consultant. 
• Represent the church in community and denominational activities. 

Led by the Spirit of God, Heritage Church agrees to the following: 

• Be loving and gracious to the transitional pastor and family. 
• Pray for spiritual power in his life and work. 
• Respectfully relate to him as God’s appointed leader for this task. 
• Support his leadership with active participation in the church’s ministries. 
• Talk with him about personal concerns instead of talking about him to others. 
• Provide a salary and benefits commensurate with the duties of his office. 
• Free him to do the work for which he is called as other church leaders and members fulfill their 

responsibilities. 
• Follow his leadership in forming and leading the Transitional Focus Team. 
• Follow his leadership in conducting a Church Memories Workshop. 

Work Schedule 

Inasmuch as the transitional pastor has responsibilities that cannot be measured in definite schedules 
of time, he will give care to scheduling his time and activities to best serve the Lord and the interests of 
the church, while allowing time for personal and family needs. 

Salary and Benefits 

The church will provide the following transitional pastor salary and benefits: 

Variations in residency: none 
Time committed to bi-vocational pastoral work: 3 or more hours per week 
Protection benefits: none (insurance and disability covered by PLBA) 
Salary ______TBD____________ 
Housing: none 
Mileage: ____TBD____________  
Total: ______TBD_____________ 
 

THIS COVENANT OF RELATIONSHIP is entered into by: 

 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Dr. James S. Wilder     Church Representative: Title 

 

 



Biblical Church Covenant        Heritage Church 2020 

God first established a covenant relationship with His people, Israel, and then a new covenant with His 
people, the church (Hebrews 8:7-13; 9:15). Therefore, Heritage Church, as members of God’s covenant 
family, commits itself to God and to one another; to be Christlike in our lives and relationships through 
the presence, guidance, and power of the Holy Spirit. 

We will… 
• Love one another as Christ loved us (John 13:34), 
• Honor one another above ourselves (Romans 12:10), 
• Br kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32), 
• Encourage and build one another up (1 Thessalonians 5:11), 
• Comfort one another (2 Corinthians 1:4) 
• Offer hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 

We will 
• Have a spirit of unity based on our common bond in Christ (Ephesians 4:3-6) 
• Be united in mind and convictions (1 Corinthians 1:10) 
• Meet regularly (Hebrews 10:25) 
• Have equal concern for each other, share in suffering and rejoice when another is honored (1 

Corinthians 12:25-6) 
• Consider others more important than ourselves (Philippians 2:3) 

We will 
• Use our God-given knowledge to instruct one another (Romans 15:14) 
• Use our spiritual gifts to bless one another (1 Corinthians 12:7) 
• Use the Word of Christ to teach and admonish one another (Colossians 3:16) 
• Nurture one another toward spiritual maturity in Christ (Ephesians 4:12-13) 

We will 

• Confess our sins to one another, pray for each other (James 5:16) 
• Warn the idle, encourage the discouraged, help the weak, be patient with one another (1 

Thessalonians 5:14) 
• Forgive one another as the Lord forgave us (Colossians 3:13) 
• Gently restore those who sin (Galatians 6:1) 

We will 
• Speak positively about one another (James 4:11) 
• Not pass judgment, nor put any stumbling block in another’s way (Romans 14:13) 
• Strive for moral purity, refrain from obscenities and greed (Ephesians 5:3-4) 
• Be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). 

We will let the light of our godly lives shine together to bring glory to God (Matthew 5:16). 
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